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3. Stopping Tree Felling :

The hills around the village, which were ones full of green trees, were bare due to indiscrininate tree fuking The |
population depended on the forest for fodder and fuel. The villagers faled 1o renmise that they wae il '.fh“'i‘{ . e
life line. Anna Hazare, explained the need of forests. The forests help in geneiaung l(.)p oy CUT)S‘(_':\:i W::a‘.:‘t}.u_‘ t \‘ 2L
floods, maintamning weather cycle and of course provision and food iolde: ang Iu;-i I KI.H, s ‘“}"‘ :{”"'_" SR
the villege bloomed once again with lush green forests. ‘ B ORES Duren M aren

5. Stopping Indiscriminate cattle Grazing:

Anna Hazare persuaded the villagers to stop indiscriminate cattle grazing o preserve the giass on the i
Special grass was grown to feed the feed the cattle. e e il siopes

Anna Hazare, through his charismatic leadership, made the villagers to stick to the above five point f )
formula has transformed the village, supported by water tankers, to a self sufficient one with erl\):n.ljr:: Ofmu'lu. e
fields, employment, higher standard of living and addiction free happy people. Ralegan Siddhi has nog-l V\fater: green
‘Model Village'. People, not only from India but abroad, flock 10 see this village. It is the MAgIc Oiu - :'.:“turrte\o |rl-[0 a
and popular participation in improving their own lot. fnitiatives like this may be the saviors of our E_‘CpO.ﬁ(J{J‘lly" e it

By focusing the above five points programme watershed progranime also impiemented by the peoples belono: ‘

wilage Ralegan siddhi village comes under acute drought prone areas ot Ahmednagar dusmc': T.Ot{r n ;J(-..‘:‘]gf tc_' Hicsu
of this village is 971.56 hectares out of which 691 hectares area 15 under cultivation .‘_e 1% ag.ricug;i..:: lt.hs_:.r:lm,.u e
and well irrigation increased by eight times during watershed programme. The impact of inte :lf]. is .mgu.leu
development programme in double cropped area increased by 52%, cropping intensity by 66% w-.nul f:la .;, d w..m-g‘.,‘x_:ec:
aurmber of well by 300% increased respectively during the said period. More water consunung (jrops l .g:mO” P
sugarcane. Farmers were prefer less water consuming crops. g wele problited e o

B) Hiware Bazzar- Replication of Ralegan Siddhi Model:

Anna Hazare's Ralegan siddhi experiment had begun in early seventies and by 1990 the face of ..
completely changed. politicians, bureaucrats and common people flocked tc see this 'Model Vill :,? ] ”n; viliage hao
this modetl could be replicated. It was in 1990 that Mr. Popatrao Powar, the Sarpanch of Hiware B;;,Lr in the r.t-_lpu il
replicating the Ralegan Siddhi model of development. Azdr, sturted sencusty

Hiware Bazar IS another typical village situated 17 Kms from the district place, Ahmednapa:. e

surrounded by barren hills and had to depend on water tankers in the summer mor‘ljths ey apﬁ:: .:‘ h: | villagic won
and poor fartners were prone to depression and alcoholism Many Probleii a0 ihe viloge l"ia:._:i . i--"un .'vtn -n..-r. S
topography. with shallow land and poor soil fertility. The average cainfali per auinum | lrj'ct\, - ’l '.l ’. v
Ihe 109()g|;‘1p|]y and poor rainfall contributed to a perenmially drought Hike ~iuston HIHEIamennied e U e

ranstormation of this water scarcity village began in the carly 1990 Wathi wast ten -
N ¢ Poyedrs Hivisie o

[T RV L T YRR

The t
dp,normratcci 2 successful transformation from a drought prone habitat 16 4 micture of plenty and pio f
; o ! <MLl | SpPurdy Ine
llage N Lagped the Gram Abhiyan Puraskar {1995-96), the Adarshagaor: faraskar {1997), the Nmm'n' PPL ii¥ ’
. b al Prodactivety

prant (199‘8-"9). the Vanashree Puraskar and the Clean Village Puraskar (7000-2001). Mr. P )

f Fhware Bazar, admits that he was inspired hy Anng Hazare's i'?;‘m.;g'un S.idd-h; moa IIO:—){a‘lr.dO Pawar, the
. 1450, when he was glected unopposed as the village sarpanct, |( S (- CHe iy a Connnerce
=nt schemes for village development. As his efforts have Lorme bruits the 'EI?'QE .lr-l_u implerent
sarpanch for the third time successively villagers have electea i

Emrp‘mch G
Graduate [
vl F1OUS },’,(Nvu:!n
uuopposed asihe
»i Ralegaon Siddhi Mr-‘Pawar decided to undertake watershed developiment plan " o -
hectares of land area around the village was divided into four watershods I\Ionu. wn.h uln-‘ |;Jr thi village 570 84
sarious types of bunds and trenches on the hill tops accompanied by :ru.’.;; it V;.a
elp of the villagers, 3,53,000 trees were planted on 378 hectare land 7"»9-; At on drivers. Up to 1998 99

on the hnes
gers ne o decided

construct et o
with the b

willage »10Ta6€ ;
proving soil fertility and agricultural productivity. The 1isc 15 0 it water table oo 1o addi | il
el o addimonal culvesiion or 2l

Jores of 1and The u||ingers were also pursued to adopt improved CrOPPIG LAllors
OW BIOW omon.s, potam»es, cotton and vegetables, in additioe, |If,, e Uadiilon e L
rhere has dlso Lieen an; INCEEASE 1) the production of oilseeds, nulscs aird 1uits Ih.-‘ AP A [t R
st planting of crops like stgarcane and banana as they consume excessive amciang . ey
eded in increasing tF\e availability of fodder from a meager of 200 (onnes in 1‘9;\) b-‘m{l-r In.e, »-_m_r,-_« N PR TTONTENY
s helped in increasing the milk production from 300 liters in 1994 to ove JZOOU |itﬂj r[:s f:;lné,bl}(_) e o 2000
b n Z 2

A [y
A vanous place. dround e

‘ ) B ] o
and percolation tanks were constructed. This mtegrated APPCCaLh Leinad i celliere
LRI relhiargtag groond woater,
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MANAGEMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Dr.Rarhate G.H. . : .
Aqancrate Drofensor and Hearl, Dept, of Commerce & Research Centre,
C.1 lam Coltege of Commerce, shrirampur, Dist- Ahmednagar.

e

A

introduction

It has been accepted by all that the goals of economic planning cannot be achieved unless the people actively involve
themaeives i the participation implementation and follow-up of the developmental plans and programmes. Through
the importance of public participation in planning has been accepted right from the First Five Year Plan, the spirit of
pactisatior has net been realized. Whatever planning we have attempted has low rate of success due to lack of
neaple’ partirpation. In fact people's participation forms the central idea of democracy. In order to maximize people's
r.;.,»tic'mmion the Government has taken a right step in 1992 by introducing 73 Amendment of the: "Indian
Constitution™. A part from sirengthening the Panchayat Raj system the Amendment aims at reducing the political and
b e e Alic .merforence in the rural development. In this paper we intend to explore the importance of people's
partcnation planming take a stock of some experiments in this regard in Ahmednagar District and suggest alternative
cteatony ta make people’s participation more effective.

AhmednagarDistrict Management of People's participation :

A) Anna Hozare's Ralegan Siddhi Experiment :

Anna hazare, a woll known social activest, is now a national figure. Various state governments like Goa, Andhra
pradesh Jammuand Kashmir have ir_wited Anna Hazare to learn from his development work at Ralegan Siddhi. Ralegan
Cidethi, the former drought prone village of Ahmednagar District, has been transformed into an Oasis, by the non tiring
e o Anna Hazare © the last 25 years. The main thrust of Anna Hazare was to conwince the people to embrace
patent i manapement e hmques intelligently. Watershed management is not something which the village would not
andoerstant Grephe nut 1 needs one to conserve rain water in every way possible. Starting off with trenches and earth
' oy w ¥ dppr o e ponds and check dams supported by boulders the village of Ralegan siddhi Started

et . )
copage o e e ~oalabiity of water around the year has helped in changing the face of the village economy

effn

TR

5 Point Formu'a

The villagors of Ralegan siteni also willingly agreed to implement Anna Hazare's five point formuta. This includes. *

1. The prohibition of liquor .

addicted tarmers havs 1o sell their land to repay the debts. Anna Hazare convinced the villagers regarding
Sfects of drniany. Now there is no shop selling wine in the village Even bidi and gutkha is not available in
e villagers witlingiy abistain from consumption of wine and tobacco.

k\‘k.;,

mMany such
the horribic
the village

7. Adopling family Planning Norm

Bp—" -y ' a8 jc:d lho.one hilliqnth mark. It is generally agreed that this population explosion has
o AT s of deveiopment we had in the planning period. 70% of Indian Population still lives 1n the rural
-ar-nl:s el pis proportion has '_“'Y"'"""d unaltered over lthe years. In agriculture 1t 1s always possible to find some work or
;'1" e Benbe children s for N_us- reason Vthat ch:Fdren have never been considered as an economic burden in 51
/,'g,var'n!” Lociety Anna Hazare was successful in creating awareness among the villagers and pursued them to adopt

qn\ﬂ“

i

tqmuly NOITMS.

3 supplying self Labour .
’\.wn arare rrahzod that of all the new values to be created, self-help and self reliance were the most important ones
Anr fiagers had a tendency .lo depend on external help-whether of some agency or the government and in the Droces; N
their OV initiative «me V"’-‘"':V "l"d ﬁe?” sapped. Anna Hz-!z_are instilled work-culture and through their volum;arv heI;;'
(shramadan! could build a school bullding and other amenities. Anna Hazare is of the opinion that it is not the shortage

Lysical rosources but factor?; that inhibit the fullest expression of man's natural self i.e. identify with work in which
of find pleasure and fulfiltment, that has restarted development in India. n whie

The -

N

he simum
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TR cdet aiape Mbware Bozaar has adopted Anna Hazare's Ralegaon Siddhi model, along with
o b pnth preat Laenany,
v s pes e e ameoe alse mriemented by the peoples of Hiware Bazzar village. Total agricultural land

s et o a0 ke taies s under irrigation, drip irrigation is adopted for 250 hectare« There is
A4 b the Tarmers, Ground water level 1s also increased, water is available upto

e e e Sonaneuies aniy 2 families helonging to BPL category and six families are landless. Duc to the
P ' % 4 hii H =

5 vy e e nadt per Cepita INncomae s increased ‘rom Rs. 832 to Rs.30,000 during 199) 10 2311,

c) The Jarmkhed Experiments:

G eagn ek anoa comnrehensive rural health project was started in Jamkhed, a less developed taluka in A'nagar
u...oi--rx 5y, 1l ated doctor couple; Dr.Rajnikant Argle and Dr.Mrs. Mabelle Arole. Provision of health facilities is a
e te o anpect in rural India. The counle departed from the normal health delivery system by emphasizing
ni the community in decision making. Thewr final aim was to see that the village community in decision

N Caelepantrr
', i - T‘-.v et s was 1o see that the village community owned and ran their own health Programme. Their thrust
ces e o el resources and personrel, The atternpt was to evolve total-not fragmented health care,
' e e praipetoeal preventeg and curative car2. Though the project was started with outside funds, the
v diE s eipes mere mvoived moat from the very beginning.

rs aeuinegt pyperimonts domonstrate that an inexpensive delivery system of health care can be built by active
' : e inveatvemeni of the community. Through the project was successful it was soon realized that health
Af health wvas not a viable moedel. There was a greater need of providing potable water and food. As the
s cauld fot continue indefinitely on borrowed food, the community had to go in for improved production
. canee apencies mtercsted i agriculture and irrigation was contacted. Simultaneously other agro based

.' . _l',\‘,‘,!..‘.‘ vael daiy were taken up. The whole programme thus took on a much wider canvas-that of socio-
. w1 ~ttho whole talika

v ot Bt been successfully wath respect to its health aims. They have trained many village level
) i s edncated women and the health statistics of the region has also improved. But thev had to go in
cropranunes Lo sunpport their qutnition and community kitghen programmes. Apart from the dedicated
fAepte, the other magon factor for the success of the project has been the continuous inflow of

Th

el [

ans From The Four Experiments :

Less
] L avanune four experiment involving different intervention agents. In case of Ralegan Siddhi, a social
- s e Barar, the village sarpanch-Popatrao pawar and in jamkhed, a dedicated doctor couple-
“. e el acied as charge agents. All these experiments revolved around a3 bottom up, participatory model of
N Al pernns, who acted as change agents, are from the local area. They realized the need to mobilize the
ghamile e

ot ayanized thern to undertake community work. These leaders were in a way sut.rf'ssful N creating
L ke welagors and nvoking ther voluntary participation in plarsing and executing community work.

‘ 'm‘m:l'-"‘«

; Cotedhy Hogare Bazar the leaders were wuccessful in implementing majority of the present ongomng

sy e fe the development of their villages. [t needs to be emphasized here that mere provision of
- casonenntocanecessany but not a sufficient condition for rurai development. Unless the viliagers
Loyt se e cannnt bemolemented suceessfuily The villagers have to be made aware regarding
S Dvernment Scheres The <arpanch of the village has to furnish necessary documents and
oy i andae fevel Government departments to get the schemes sanctioned for his village. In the
bR . ¢ oo artamtiesof local arganuzations this work has to be solely undertaken by the Sarpanch of the

o A

aate te etarn o development process in the leng run unless the local people are organized. Mobilization,
Snnot hoan endan neel, hecause what is desired is development which 1s more than being a ‘state’ 1s a
the process of development has 10 go no continuously. For this consciousness has to be instilled in the
| iar they contmuously work for their betterment. Often the political leaders are successful in orpamzing

Gut this prganizations is used 16 get themselves elected; rather than for developmental purposcs. Mare often

ders wish 1o keep the masses in perpetual poverty; so that they remain docile followers who depend for
g on them.

et ¢
r\()\'_ﬁf‘\’f‘r
TS [l
|)i"().[—‘!r
hnot‘i"
cuch e
vfl"lr'
. mporiance problem s the size and ceplicability of the experiment. In the experiments under our study the

m ('\(. o
- ¢ the pepere nte < 3 singie village or o group of village. Ralegan Siddhi, Hiware Bazar is single villages. But

aver
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jarmnkihed exponmients have-coversd a group ol villages. S0hine: e ot wisevalond Thae

i in the relatively wnder developed. talukas of Ahwnedrg. Tostin
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